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Gabor Halmai

Professor Gabor Halmai confesses that
American political labels have caused him
a bit of confusion. Halmai, chief
counsellor to the president of the
Constitutional Court of Hungary - and
the Hungarian Liberal Party'.s candidate
for a judgeship on the 11-seat court has to keep reminding himself that
American liberals can be very different
from Hungarian Liberals, and that
conservatism on one shore of the Atlantic
often can mean the opposite of
conservatism on the other shore.
American liberals tend to support
affirmative action and campus speech
codes, but Hungarian Liberals would
decry them as unjustified limits on
people5 freedom, explains Halmai, who
spent spring and summer at the law
School studying how the social
boundaries that Americans call "political
correctness" affect freedom of expression.
He says he quickly found that he could
not understand "PC' and speech codes
without also delving into the issues of
affirmative action.
Halmai, who also teaches
constitutional law at the Budapest
University law School and wrote The

Boundaries of Freedom of Expression,

It depends
on where
you're standing
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published in Hungary in 1994, says he
will incorporate what he learned at the
law School into a new edition of his
book. A specialist in issues of freedom of
expression, he has been one of the steady
stream of scholars who each year visit the
law School to take advantage of its
massive library holdings, renowned
faculty, exceptional students and other
resources.
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"The Visiting Scholar Program is a
wonderful opportunity for our faculty
and students to exchange ideas with
distinguished scholars like Professor
Halmai from all over the world," says
Virginia Gordan, Assistant Dean for
International Programs.
Halmai, who came to the Law School
on a Fullbright Fellowship, says Michigan
was the perfect place to center his
research because of its recent involvement
in freedom of expression issues. A few
years ago the courts overturned the
University of Michigan$ interim code for
student non-academic conduct. Last year
judge Avern Cohn, j.D. '49, of the U.S.
District Court, Eastern District of
Michigan, dismissed charges against a
then-U-M student who had sent stories
about rape, kidnapping and torture over
the Internet. The student had named a
fellow student as a victim in his writing
and then engaged in electronic
correspondence in which he discussed
how to accomplish some of the things he
had described in his fiction.
Halmai is returning to Hungary this
fall - perhaps to a seat on the Hungarian
Constitutional Court. As he spoke last
summer, appointment to the court
seemed remote, both in time and in terms
of politics. Two seats on the court were
vacant at the time, but nominations were
caught in a stalemate between the five
minority parties that control the
nominating committee and the two
majority parties that control parliament,
which must make the appointment.
Halmai said no compromise was in sight
at the time, although he said one will be
needed by spring, when another
retirement of a justice will drop court
membership below the eight judges that
are necessary for a quorum.
His enthusiasm for the seat came
through despite the political stalemate
that has strangled his nomination. "It
would be fun," he says. "Its really a job I
would like. Its a very challenging job for
me. I think I would have some ideas."

Unlike U.S. courts, Hungarys
Constitutional Court neither is integrated
into the country$ overall court system
nor decides cases of alleged lawbreaking.
Instead, it hears cases that question
constitutional norms - and even can be
called on to give an opinion on the
constitutionality of a law that has been
passed by parliament but not yet gone
into effect. Its role as interpretor of the
norms that underlie the constitution has
made the court a powerful, perhaps
critical player in the legal/political life of
Hungary:
For example, the then-brand new
Hungarian Constitutional Court
abolished capital punishment in 1990.
The following year its ruling on abortion
said that abortion is a subject of basic
human rights that must be regulated by
law. The ruling had the effect of
abolishing executive orders that
previously had governed abortion,
but the court instead let them stand and
gave parliament one year to pass an
abortion law.
Since it began work in 1990, decisions
like these have made the court a critical
player in establishing Hungarys postSoviet era legal foundation. "Its a once in
a lifetime experience," Halmai says of six
years as a counselor at the court. 'This
court has the power to establish a new
constitutional order, to interpret the text
behind the decision. I'm very glad to be
there and to live in this very exciting
time."

Unlike U.S. courts, Hungary's
Constitutional Court neither is
integrated into the country's
overall court system nor decides
cases of alleged lawbreaking.
Instead, it hears cases that
question constitutional norms and even can be called on to give
an opinion on the constitutionality
of a law that has been passed by
parliament but not yet gone into
effect. Its role as interpretor of
the norms that underlie the
constitution has made the court a
powerful, perhaps critical player in
the legaVpolitical life of Hungary.
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New Law School programs:

'nuts and bolts'
to global opportunities
The Law School is like the law
itself, continually changing and
evolving to meet new realities. As
a result, the Law School is a place
where new programs continually
are being launched to meet new
sets of needs. Here is a sampling of
three new programs this year:

Timothy L. Dickinson, ].D. '79, above, a partner in Gibson,
Dunn & Crutcher, discusses opportunities in international
law during a program in July at the Lawyers Club Lounge.
Opportunities are available in private practice, as in-house
counsel, infederal, state and local government, academics
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), Dickinson
said. Sign up for a semester abroad, if possible, he advised,
and use courses that can be taken outside of the Law School
to ''focus on a foreign language." Master the basics of being a
good lawyer, he added, because "basic academics, basic
skills are very important." In the same program, Virginia
Gordan, Assistant Dean for International Programs, at left
with Dickinson, listed Law School programs that will help
prepare students for careers in international law, like
externships in Cambodia and South Africa, visiting speaker
programs, faculty members who specialize in international
legal subjects, and opportunities to study abroad. The
program was sponsored by the Law School's new First-Year
Information Program.
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FYI: Answers to those
questions you may not know
enough yet to ask
Remember what it was like to begin
law school? For many students, it was
like learning a new language, cramming

for make-or-break exams, and digging,
digging, digging for parallels and
precedents - all at the same time.
Third-year law student Julia Caputo
and second-year student Sonja
Kassebaum recall the ups and downs of
their first year in law school keenly
enough that they have volunteered to
help this year's first-time students as two
of the more than 20 FYI Fellows in the
Law Schools new First-Year Information
Program. Caputo worked in a similar but
less formal program last year and began
with FYI this fall; Kassebaum started with
the abridged FYI program that began this
summer.
FYI offers a variety of formal and
informal activities to acclimate first-time
students to legal studies and help them
learn to get the most out of their
professional education at the Law School.
Organized by Associate Dean for Student
Affairs Susan Eklund and David Baum,
].D. '89, Special Assistant to Dean
Eklund, FYI includes informal gatherings
of small groups of students, social
activities, lectures, discussions and
biweekly meetings devoted to topics
related to the legal profession and the
study of law.
For example, FYis startup schedule
last summer included discussions with
practitioners, faculty members and
administrators on subjects like structure
and change in the court system, the legal
and practical strategies of a lawyer
involved in the World Trade Center
bombing case, and other subjects.
Summer students also benefitted from
sessions aimed at helping them improve
study techniques and at giving them an
opportunity to experience and receive
feedback on practice examination
questions prior to taking their first exams
at the end of the term.
This falls expanded schedule
continues programs like these as well as
biweekly sessions featuring upper-class
students and guest faculty members
discussing specific topics.

"While orientation is a good beginning
for new students, they also benefit from
programming throughout the first year of
law school, which provides them with
support as they become accustomed to
legal studies and explore questions
about the practice of law," Eklund and
Baum say.
"Our vision with the programming for
fall - and the special biweekly meetings
where first-year law students can come
together - is to make available for every
small section two upperclass students
who provide guidance and support on an
individual basis as well as help develop
and implement informative programming
for small groups of first-year students."
In other words, says Baum, FYI "picks
up where orientation leaves off."
Many of the questions that first-year
students encounter turn out to be widely
shared, but each person usually feels that
his challenges are uniquely his, says
Caputo. Having an upperclass student as
a mentor who will safeguard your
confidences can be very helpful, she says.
Adds Kassebaum: "The FYI program
provides new students with the academic
support that I needed during my first
semester, such as instruction in briefing
cases, preparing for class, and preparing
for exams. Additionally, the FYI Fellow
serves as a contact person for students in
trouble or who need assistance of some
kind."
Also, she says, working with the
program "can be tremendously rewarding
and enjoyable, while at the same time
helping me further develop my skills in
interpersonal communication and public
speaking - skills that are essential to
success as a lawyer."
First year students' participation in the
program is voluntary.
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Graduate programs highlight
international law, international
economic law
Cho Sungjoon already is an
experienced lawyer and government
official in his native South Korea, but he
wants to get a better grasp on the
dynamics and intricacies of international
economic law before he returns to his
government career. So he feels fortunate
to be among the first students to enroll in
the Law School's new economic law
concentration within the graduate LL.M.
degree program.
"One of the main reasons I came to the
University of Michigan Law School is that
it has a good reputation in the
international area," says Cho, a former
deputy director of the Financial
Corporation Division of South Koreas
Ministry of Finance and Economy.
"Moreover, the concentration programs in
international law and international
economic law will enhance the
comprehensive understanding of the
fields."
As of late summer, Cho was one of
about 15 graduate students who planned
to enroll in the Law Schools new
international concentrations within the
LL.M. degree. "We are expecting 40-45
outstanding LL.M. students this year,
with a broad range of interests," said
Virginia Gordan, Assistant Dean for
International Programs. "Of course, many
are drawn here by the strength of our
facultys reputation in international trade
and international law and about one-third
have expressed interest in participating in
the new program."
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The concentrations began this fall and
reflect expanding worldwide
opportunities in the legal profession as
well as growing interest among students.
Last winter, in proposing the new
concentrations, the Law School's
International Legal Studies Committee
reported that graduate students' choices
of courses and recommendation letters
that accompanied their applications
showed "that a designated degree could
be interesting and attractive to a number
of very worthy candidates for the
graduate program."
The new concentrations are designed
"to give graduate students an opportunity
to participate in an advanced curriculum
of international law, with an option to
focus on general international law, or
on international economic law," the
committee said last spring in its proposal
for faculty approval. "The program would
be relatively small and elite, and would
likely include attention to the important
linkages between general international
law and international economic law, to
international norms and national law
(including constitutional law), and to
disciplines other than law."
Students in the new concentrations
must take at least 12 hours of courses in
international or comparative law as well
as a special seminar designed for the
concentrations and coordinated by
Professor of Law Jose E. Alvarez and John
H. Jackson, Hessel E. Yntema Professor
of Law.
About half the seminars feature invited
guests. Seminar participants also are
being encouraged to attend the ten
International Law Workshop lecture/
discussion sessions that take place during
the fall semester. Among seminar guests
this fall are Kenneth Abbott of Harvard
University, Abram and Antonia Chayes,
authors of The New Sovereignty , a
textbook for the seminar, and Trevor
Hartley of the London School of
Economics and Political Science. Hartley
also is a speaker in the International
Law Workshop.

This years seminar theme is
"Implementation, Compliance and
Effectiveness," the same subject as the
American Society of International Law
will focus op during its annual meeting
in April at Washington, D.C. Alvarez,
who is chairing the ASIL annual meeting,
says that seminar participants will be
encouraged to attend the sessions in
Washington.
'This course will canvas the work of
those who have examined these issues,
often through visits by the prominent
authors of the works under study,"
Alvarez says of the seminar. "Whether
the naysayers are right or wrong, we
think we can learn from the quest."
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Left: Legal Practice Program f acuity member
Lany Cohen chats after class with first-year student
Rachel Chatman. The two-semester Legal Practice
course teaches students various forms of legal
writing, legal vocabulary, research techniques and
other basic skills of the legal profession that make
up the basic equipment of legal practitioners and
scholars. Chatman especially praises the tutoring
that she used to improve her legal writing. Below,
Dar Adli, a first-year student in the same class,
describes Legal Practice as a real "nuts and bolts
kind of class."

Legal Practice Program brings
"nuts and bolts" to first year
"What is the difference between an
affadavit and a deposition?"
The question may bring a snicker from
case-hardened attorneys and veteran law
students. But learning the difference
between a signed statement given under
oath and a written submission that can be
subjected to cross examination is among
the fundamental first steps that a future
attorney takes.
The question came up in Assistant
Clinical Professor Larry Cohens Legal
Practice class, and students quickly
learned the technical meanings of the two
words.
A moment later, another student
asked "What is evidence?" Ah, heres a
term with much less definition.
"Welcome to the wild and wonderful
world of the law," answered Cohen.
Thats the way Legal Practice classes
work. The new program, launched in the

summer and fully functioning this fall, is
designed to give first-year students two
semesters of learning and practicing legal
research, legal writing, advocacy and
other skills that practicing attorneys and
law professors use daily. The core of the
program is writing: learning and properly
using legal terms and using all words
accurately and precisely.
"This is a different kind of writing than
many students have ever been exposed
to," says Legal Practice Program Director
Grace Tonner. "Lawyers are writers,
professional writers. Thats what we do.
Write. Persuade. And to be able to
construct and communicate an argument
and persuade is an absolute necessity for
a lawyer."
Every first-year law student takes a
Legal Practice course under Tonner or
one of the other Legal Practice Program
faculty members, and in many ways the
Legal Practice classes are where law
students find their common ground.
Students come to Law School from a
LAW QUADRANGLE
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variety of educational levels and
backgrounds, from bachelors degree to
Ph.D. holders. Some come directly from
university classes and others enter the
Law School after a time of work or other
experience. Some have experience in the
legal field, others do not.
"Its a nuts and bolts kind of class,"
says Dar Adli, who did his undergraduate
work at the University of Michigan.
Rachel Chatman, who did her
undergraduate work at the Unversity of
California-Berkeley, praises the tutoring in
writing that is available to students.
Rand Hutcheson, who has a Ph.D.
from Columbia University and taught
English there, says he needs to learn the

language of the law but gets impatient
with the writing skills portions. "Its
certainly learning by doing," says Brian
Steinhardt, who graduated in economics
from McGill University in Canada.
"Students will learn to research and to
write memos, briefs, and client letters the building blocks for most of the legal
writing they will do in practice,"
according to Tonner. "Additionally they
will learn to edit their own work. They
will come to understand that good
writing must support their goal. They
should be aware of their audience, aware
of their goal or goals for a document,
memo, or brief, and to write with that
audience and goal in mind."

View from the bench Circuit judge Kurtis Wilder, JD. '84, chief judge of the trial courts for Washtenaw County, explains
"The Legal Profession: A View From the Bench" in a program sponsored by the First-Year Information
Program in July at the Lawyers Club Lounge. Seated at rear is David Baum, ].D. '89, Special Assistant
to the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs, who introduced Wilder. Washtenaw County!; 14 judges are part of a
demonstration project for court reform in Michigan that has eliminated jurisdictional barriers among courts
in an effort to improve the handling of cases, Wilder explained. "Over the last four years there has been great
interst in the state of Michigan over where the court system should be headed for the twenty-first century,"
he said. Changing technology and alternative dispute resolution activities are among major issues court
reform must face. Wilder also had five recommendations for becoming a good lawyer:
• Be ethical: ''The rd nothing worse for a lawyer than to have a judge develop the idea that a
lawyer is unethical."
• Be well prepared: "It!; the lawyers who are best prepared who get the best outcomes for their clients."
• "Know the rules."
•Listen and watch attentively: Notice what jury members take note of, understand that judges'
questions are indications of what they consider important.
• Have balance: "Your practice can't be your life, because if it is you won't do as well. You'll bum out."
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Clerkships
•
continue
strong
Law School
presence at
Supreme Court
and federal courts
Recent University of Michigan
Law School graduates continue their
significant presence at the U.S.
Supreme Court, federal courts of
appeal and federal district courts as
68 graduates work in clerkships
this year.
For the secorid year, the Hon.
David Souter, Associate justice of
the U.S. Supreme Court, is using a
clerk from the Law School. Gerald E
Leonard, j.D. '95, is a clerk for
Souter this year. Last year, Heather
Gerken, j.D. '94, served as Souter's
first clerk from Michigan.
Nineteen graduates are serving as
clerks in U.S. appeals courts, and 36
graduates are working as clerks in
U.S. district courts. Seven graduates
have clerkships at state supreme
courts, and one, Lisa A. Murray,
j.D.'96, is clerking for the Hon.
Dominick DiCarlo at the U.S. Court
of International Trade.
A few clerks were graduated prior
to 1996, and, indeed, some judges
prefer clerks who have been
working for a time because they
have more on-the-job experience.

The number of clerkships for Michigan Law School graduates has more than
doubled since 1987, the first year that records were kept. Here is the list of this
years clerks and judges and courts for which they are working; all graduates are
1996 unless otherwise noted:
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Guy-Uriel E. Charles
The Hon. Damon j. Keith
United States Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit

Miranda C. Nye
The Hon. Laughlin E. Waters, Sr.
United States District Court for
the Central District of California

Judith E. Levy
The Hon. Bernard A. Friedman
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

John A. Drennan, '95
The Hon. David A. Nelson
United States Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit

Jessica E Toll
The Hon. Zita L. Weinshienk
United States District Court
for the District of Colorado

Ellen C. Meyer
The Hon. Horace W Gilmore
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

Stephanie]. Gold
The Hon. Cornelia G. Kennedy
United States Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit

Lisa J. Stevenson
The Hon. James Robertson
United States District Court
for the District of Columbia

Michelle M. Motowski
The Hon. John C. O'Meara
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

Thomas L. Kenyon
The Hon. James L. Ryan
United States Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit

Oren Rosenthal
The Hon. Lenore Nesbitt
United States District Court
for the Southern District of Florida

James A. Renigar
The Hon. Gerald E. Rosen
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

Jacqueline E. Coleman
The Hon. Theodore
Alexander McKee
United States Court of Appeals
for the Third Circuit

Eric R. Phillips, '95
The Honorable Diana Murphy
United States Court of Appeals
for the Eighth Circuit

Eugene E. Whitlock, '95
The Hon. Edward B. Davis
United States District Court
for the Southern District of Florida

Alison M. Sawka
The Hon. Paul V Gadola
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

Benjamin H. Barton
The Hon. Diana Gribbon Motz
United States Court of Appeals
for the Fourth Circuit

Laura A. Pagano, '95
The Hon. Sydney Thomas
United States Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit

Andrea D. Axel, '95
The Hon. Milton I. Shadur
United States District Court
for the Northern District of Illinois

Michael E Tenbusch
The Hon. John Feikens
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

Michael D. Dobbins
The Hon. J. Harvie Wilkinson, III
United States Court of Appeals
for the Fourth Circuit

Marc S. Reiner, '95
The Hon. Cynthia H. Hall
United States Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit

Jeremy D. Feinstein
The Hon. Marvin E. Aspen
United States District Court
for the Northern District of Illinois

Bonita P. Tenneriello
The Hon. John Feikens
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

David I. Frazee
The Hon. James Dickson
Phillips, Jr.
United States Court of Appeals
for the Fourth Circuit

Peter J. Krumholz
The Hon. Paul j. Kelly
United States Court of Appeals
for the Tenth Circuit

Colin G. Owyang, '95
Both Walter j. Skinner and
W Arthur Garrity
United States District Court
for the District of Massachusetts

David]. Zack
The Hon. Patrick j. Duggan
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

Gerald E Leonard, '95
The Hon. David H. Souter
United States Supreme Court
Jason R. Factor
The Hon. Conrad K. Cyr
United States Court of Appeals
for the First Circuit
Joseph S. Lieber
The Hon. Sandra L. Lynch
United States Court of Appeals
for the First Circuit
E. Ashby Jones
The Hon. J. Edward Lumbard
United States Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit

Amy S. Bennett, '95
The Hon. Patrick E.
Higginbotham
United States Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit
Melanie D. Plowman
The Hon. Robert M. Parker
United States Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit
Carol J. Banta
The Hon. Karen Nelson Moore
United States Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit

Deborah L. Hamilton
The Hon. Harry T. Edwards
United States Court of Appeals
for the District of
Columbia Circuit

Andrea M. Gacki
The Hon. Avern Cohn
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

Lisa A. Murray
The Hon. Dominick DiCarlo
United States Court
of International Trade

Emily M. Houh
The Hon. Anna Diggs Taylor
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

Edward A. Deibert, '95
The Hon. Alicemarie Stotler
United States District Court for
the Central District of California

Matthew B. Kall
The Hon. Nancy G. Edmunds
United States District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan

James A. Mitzelfeld
The Hon. David W McKeague
United States District Court for
the Western District of Michigan
Donald W. Wiest, '95
The Hon. Douglas Hillman
United States District Court for
the Western District of Michigan
Jeff E. Butler
The Hon. Thomas P Griesa
United States District Court
for the Southern District
of New York

Seth M. Friedman
The Hon. John G. Davies
United States District Court for
the Central District of California
LAW QUADRANGLE NOTES FALL/WINTER
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Patrick S. Kim
The Hon. Jed S. Rakoff
United States District Court
for the Southern District
of New York

Catherine E. Maxson, '95
The Hon. Thomas S. Zilly
United States District Court
for the Western District
of Washington

Joseph C. Klein, '95
The Hon. Thomas P Griesa
United States District Court
for the Southern District
of New York

Miles A. Yanick
The Hon. Carolyn R. Dimmick
United States District Court
for the Western District
of Washington

Stacy R. Stoller
The Hon. Morris E. Lasker
United States District Court
for the Southern District
of New York

Rachel D. Barbour
San Francisco Superior Court

Marla D. Clark
The Hon. Terry C. Kern
United States District Court
for the Northern District
of Oklahoma

Seth R. Klein
The Hon. David M. Borden
Connecticut Supreme Court

Elise M. Bruhl
The Hon. Marvin Katz
United States District Court
for the Eastern District
of Pennsylvania
Stephanie T. Schmelz
The Hon. Robert S. Gawthrop
United States District Court
for the Eastern District
of Pennsylvania
Scott L. Warner, '95
The Hon. Jay C. Waldman
United States District Court
for the Eastern District
of Pennsylvania
Naomi M. Wiesen
The Hon. Jay C. Waldman
United States District Court
for the Eastern District
of Pennsylvania
Morton D. Dubin, '95
The Hon. Sidney A. Fitzwater
United States District Court
for the Northern District of Texas
Robert B. Tierney
The Hon. Thadd Heartfield
United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Texas
36

Richard A. Berson
San Francisco Superior Court

Carol E. Dixon
The Hon. Ellen S. Huveller
District of Columbia
Superior Court
Ariana R. Levinson
The Hon. Myra Selby
Indiana Supreme Court
Richard W. Fanning
The Hon. James H. Brickley
Michigan Supreme Court
David A. Portinga
The Hon. Conrad L. Mallett, Jr.
Michigan Supreme Court
Antonio F. Ortiz
The Hon. Joseph F. Baca
New Mexico Supreme Court
Norman M. White, '95
The Hon. Leonard H. Russon
Utah Supreme Court
Michael J. Thomas
The Honorable Harris L. Hartz
New Mexico Court of Appeals
Christopher M. Cahill
Ohio, Ninth District Court
of Appeals
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Law School's
first federal
clerkship
at U.S.
Supreme Court

john]. Adams

Michigan started at the top: The Law Schools
acquaintance with clerkships at the U.S. Supreme Court
goes back more than 50 years, to the first federal
clerkship ever held by a Law School student.
The year was 1940, and Supreme Court Justice Frank
Murphy, himself a Law School graduate from 1914, was
looking for a clerk. In those days each associate justice
had only one clerk, so the young people had to be
masters of many skills.
"The first Michigan Law School graduate to receive a
federal clerkship was John J Adams, AB. '38, JD. '40,
who was clerk for the years 1940-41 for United States
Supreme Court Justice Frank Murphy," according to
Adams' brother, E.W Adams, JD. '42, of Adams, Adams
and Adams in Marshalltown, Iowa. John J Adams died
in 1989.
Murphy, who had been Franklin Roosevelt'.s attorney
general as well as governor of Michigan and mayor of
Detroit, already knew the high caliber of Michigan'.s law
students because of his own study at the Law School.
At the time, Supreme Court clerks usually came from
Harvard, Yale or Columbia.
But, says Adams, "Dean [E. Blythe] Stason had hoped
. to get a Michigan graduate in as a Supreme Court clerk"
andJohnJ Adams fit the bill. Stason knew John Adams
well because the young man worked for the dean. In
addition, says his brother, he "had been first in his class,
had been on the Case Clerk Finals winning team, and
[had been] an editor of the Michigan Law Review."
"Dean Stason was able to get Justice Murphy to
interview John, and Justice Murphy liked what he saw."
The rest, as they say, is history:

